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United Methodist  

First Church  

NEW TO FIRST CHURCH?  - Steps to find your way:   

Step 1)  MEET FIRST CHURCH   SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21ST right after  
Worship.   
Join one of our pastors for a few minutes getting to know First Church and 
learning about the ministries most relevant for you.  Bring the kids. 

After the 8:00 & 9:30 services; room 206 near the lounge 
After 11:00 Life Center service; upstairs in the loft 
After 11:00 North Campus service; in the Lounge 

Step 2)  A DISCIPLE’S PATH 6 week group 
This group will guide you onto a path of growing discipleship and connec-
tion at First Church.  It is also the membership group if you would like to 
join at any time.  Led by Pastor Rick Waters, 7:00-8:00p.m. Mondays be-
ginning February 29th in Wesley Hall at North Campus.  Childcare is NOT 
provided.  
 

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP FEBRUARY 10 
Every year, we mark the beginning of Lent with an all-church worship ser-
vice on Ash Wednesday.  This year, worship will be on February 10 at 
7:00pm in the Evangelical Center (FEC) Sanctuary.  As usual, you will have 
the opportunity to receive ashes on your forehead and to confess your sin 
using dissolvable paper.  But this year, we will be worshipping in a slightly 
different way.  Instead of a sermon, we will spend more time reading 
Scripture, praying, and singing simple choruses.  We will experience a 
style of worship called Taize, which originated in France and seeks to offer 
people an opportunity for participation and reflection.  Since Lent is a sea-
son for reflection and we will be focusing on prayer during our lenten ser-
mon series, we hope that this worship experience will help you begin your 
lenten journey in a meaningful way.  The service will be appropriate for all 
ages.  Worship bags will be available for children 5th grade and younger 
and nursery will be provided for children 3 and under. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00am—Traditional 

604 Market St. 

9:30am—Blended 

604 Market St. 

11:00am—Contemporary 

601 Market St. 

11:00am—Contemporary 

1157 Market St. 

(live streamed message) 

5:00pm—Celebrate Recovery 

604 Market St. 

 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

5:00pm—601 Market St. 

Night meal, fellowship, 

music, brief message, 

small groups (kids, youth & adults) 

3D --- DEVELOPING DEEPER 
DISCIPLESHIP 
Join Pastors and churches in the 
Susquehanna Conference on Sat-
urday, April 16th from 9:00 am to 
3:00 pm at Faith UMC in Mon-
toursville as they present and 
have workshops to share how 
they have built systems to make 
disciples.  Cost for the day is $25 
and includes lunch and 
“Membership to Discipleship: 
Growing Mature Disciples who 
make Disciples” by Phil Maynard.  
Register online no later than 
Monday, April 11th at  
http://j.mp/gecregistration. 
 

WHO IS IN THE HOSPITAL? 
Please let the church office or 
Pastor Rick know if you or some-
one in the congregation is in the 
hospital.  It is easy to assume the 
church knows, but it is better for 
us to hear it from several people 
than to not know and miss the 
visit.  
 

NEW MEMBERS  
The First Church family would like 
to welcome Michael G. Verbeck, 
as he is officially joining the 
church family on Wednesday, 
February 3, 2016 at First Night. 
 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY IS 
CHANGING OUR TIME! 
Starting March 6th, join us at  
4:30 p.m. in the FEC Sanctuary.  
Anyone over the age of 18 is  
welcome. 

First Church 
604 Market St. 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

570-322-3572 

fumc2@comcast.net 

Check us out at 

www.firstchurch.cc 

                                    Donate 

http://j.mp/gecregistration


MOPS EVENT 

Join us Saturday, February 13th from 
11:00 am-12:00 pm at North Campus 
for a Daddy/Daughter Valentine's 
date.  Stylists teach dads (but really, 
anyone) three hairstyles.  Tickets are 
$10 per family, and all proceeds ben-
efit the First Church MOPS.  RSVP:  
firstchurchmops@gmail.com. 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Can you please help? 
Coffee servers: 930 FEC service 
Coffee servers: 11 NC service  
Breakfast: NC service  
 
Please contact Ben Marzo, Steve  
Tallman or the church office.  
 

 

Average Monthly                

Attendance 

Service 
January      

Average for 

2016 

Wed. Night 191 

8:00 89 

9:30 268 

11:00 CLC 191 

11:00 NC 73 

9:30 Live Streaming 36 

11:00 Live Streaming 29 

Celebrate Recovery 25 

TOTAL 902 

  

Financial Stewardship 
January Year-to-Date     
Current Fund Income 

$82,711 

January Year-to-Date     
Needed Income 

$92,433 

PRAYER GUIDE—WEEK 1 

Revive….Renew….Resurrect 

Matthew 16:18-- “And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell will not overcome it.”  God’s desires the church, as the 
body of Christ, to be the holy force of godliness in this world against which evil can-
not stand.  Throughout Lent, let us pray that we at First Church would be such a 
church.  Let us pray for: Revival – a passion for the things of God.  Renewal – being 
made new in Jesus Christ.  Resurrection – waking from our sleep and being made 
fully alive… the church as God has always intended it to be…. 

 

Ash Wednesday – radical generosity.  Resurrect us Lord.  Jesus gave up the blessings 
of Heaven to come to earth and take on human form to be a sacrifice for 
us.  Matthew 20:28 reminds us “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and give His life as a ransom for many.”  God, help us to understand the great 
lengths that You would go to draw us near to You.  Help us to give as you give.  Thank 
you Jesus for loving us so much…. 

 

Thursday, February 11 – serving by putting faith into action.  Renew us Lord.  Jesus 
was the ultimate model of what it means to be a servant by putting faith into ac-
tion.  Mark 10:45 tells us “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to 
serve, and give His life as a ransom for many.”  God, awaken us to serve as Jesus 
served and to serve where needed. 

 

Friday, February 12 – having hearts of justice and compassion.  Revive us Lord.  Jesus 
also showed compassion to all those He encountered. He reached out to the least, 
the last and the lost.  He called us to holy lives.  Micah 6:8 says “And what does the 
Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your 
God.”  God, help us to see need and injustice in this world and respond to them with 
Your love. 

 

Weekend of February 13 “Our Father….”  Resurrect.  Renew.  Revive.  We are hum-
bled and amazed that we are able to cry out “Abba, Father” (Galatians 4:8).  We are 
adopted into Your family. We are co-heirs with Christ. (Romans 8:17)  Help us to live 
as Your beloved children – sons and daughters of the King.  Help us to follow the ex-
ample of Jesus in all that we do.  Show us how to be more like You….     

mailto:firstchurchmops@gmail.com


MISSION ITEMS NEEDED 
Local Food Pantry— oatmeal pack-
ets, cold cereal, and hot chocolate.  
Shepherd of the Streets—diapers (all 
sizes), wipes & baby shampoo.  Dona-
tions for these missions may be left 
in the baskets at the following loca-
tions: Christian Life Center - the Mar-
ket Street entrance; Evangelical Cen-
ter - the Ross Street entrance; North 
Campus - Lounge.  
 

SECOND MILE GIVING 
The Second Mile Giving for January 
and February is Shepherd of the 
Streets.  The Shepherd of the Streets 
Ministry is often the first responder 
for persons in financial need. The 
Shepherd provides financial assis-
tance for utility bills, uniform needs, 
transportation, prescriptions, and 
other basic needs. In addition to fi-
nancial assistance, the Shepherd pro-
vides pastoral care and other support 
services.  http://www.uclc.org/
content/shepherd-streets.  Please 
make checks payable to “First 
Church” with “Shepherd of the 
Streets” in the memo line. 

HOUSING NEEDED 
The Genevans, a sacred choir from 
Geneva College (including our very 
own Danny Havrilla), will be singing 
at First Church on Friday, March 4th 
at 7pm. We are looking for housing 
for these students. If you would be 
willing to host two or more students 
one night and feed them breakfast in 
the morning, please contact Cindy 
Peck at 570-323-3304 or 
cpeck3@comcast.net or Diane  
Havrilla at 570-326-1806 or  
dianehavrilla@comcast.net. 
 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Transform Lycoming County 

A week of mission  
in our community 
August 1-5, 2016 

SEND 

DIRECTOR OF PRAISE BAND – NC 
First Church is seeking a person with 
musical gifts, leadership skills, a con-
temporary worshipper’s heart, and a 
commitment to the vision of First 
Church to see Transformation in 
Christ, changing lives inside and out.  
The Director of Praise Band at the 
North Campus is responsible to lead 
worship on a regular basis.  This is a 
15-hour per week position and in-
volves musician recruitment, music 
selection, leading rehearsal, working 
with others on the worship staff, and 
serving as a spiritual leader for those 
in the praise team ministry.  Interest-
ed candidates can pick up a job de-
scription and application in the 
church office or on the church web-
site.  Questions?  Contact Pastor Ja-
net at 570-322-3572 or  
jdurrwachter@firstchurch.cc. 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
ASSISTANT  
First Church is seeking applicants for 
a part-time Children’s Ministry Assis-
tant.  This position would include 
both interaction with kids and admin-
istrative responsibilities.  The Chil-
dren’s Ministry Assistant will work 
directly with the Director of Chil-
dren’s Ministry and will have respon-
sibilities  in many areas of the chil-
dren’s ministry.   Those interested in 
the position should love God and 
have a willingness to share His love 
with children.  They will also need to 
be able to provide clearances prior to 
hire.  Applications are located in the 
church office and due by Monday, 
February 8th.    

JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

MISSION OPPORTUNITY - WILLIAMSPORT DISTRICT VIM 
Join us Sunday, April 10 through Saturday, April 16, 2016, as we travel to Sum-
ter, South Carolina.  Our mission is to share the love of Christ with those whose 
homes and lives were destroyed by flooding in October 2015.  The cost is $250 
(Includes housing at the Trinity United Methodist Church, meals Sunday night 
thru Friday dinner).  THIS IS A CONSTRUCTION AND REBUILDING TRIP--NO EX-
PERIENCE NECESSARY.  WE ARE ACCEPTING VOLUNTEERS ON A “FIRST COM-
MITTED” BASIS—MAXIMUM 30 VOLUNTEERS.  For more information or an ap-
plication please contact John Best @ jmbest2@gmail.com or (570) 326-1943. 

JOIN US! 
Children’s Ministry Volunteer meeting February 15th at 6:30 p.m. in  
Room 109 of the CLC. 

http://www.uclc.org/content/shepherd-streets
http://www.uclc.org/content/shepherd-streets
mailto:cpeck3@comcast.net
mailto:dianehavrilla@comcast.net
mailto:jdurrwachter@firstchurch.cc
mailto:jmbest2@gmail.com
tel:%28570%29%20326-1943


Pastor’s Page 
REPLACE YOURSELF 

 
First Church, 
 
 Because of the importance of our vision of “Transformation in Christ, 
Changing Lives Inside and Out,” we do our best at First Church to constantly 
raise up leadership that understands, embraces, and lives out this vision with 
conviction.  Of course, the concept of vision is not really what is vital... it is 
what the vision represents--in this case transformed lives in Jesus Christ--that 
really matters.   
 Any organization needs good leadership.  In fact, organizations cannot 
have ENOUGH good leadership.  Perhaps no where is this more important than 
in the church.  When the church fails to raise up and mentor new leaders, the 
church ceases to grow.  Jesus was a master at mentoring new leaders.  He 
mentored 12 disciples, which turned into 72 disciples, which turned into a holy 
movement that changed the world.   
 To this end we desire to work hard to create a culture where new 
leadership is always emerging through replacing ourselves and mentor-
ing.  Whenever we do this well new people continue to be welcomed, 
equipped, mentored, and raised up among us so that the church can continue 
to grow. 
 One of the ways that we are doing this at First Church is through our 
Leadership Day.  This year “Replace Yourself” has been the planned theme of 
this event.  I am excited to share that 106 people registered to share in this 
Leadership day!  That means 106 people committing to learning more about 
how to replace themselves through mentoring and raising up new lead-
ers!  What a blessing to have so many people committed to the vision of First 
Church through growing in leadership.   
 Amazingly we had people commit to this day who are long time mem-
bers of First Church and others who are not yet members.  We had college 
students and people in their 80’s.  We had retired folks sign up to go to the 
children’s breakout because they wanted to learn how they could minister to 
the next generation.  Other folks signed up for breakouts so they could learn 
how they might become involved in new areas of ministry.  And we had people 
from every worship experience First Church offers--including First Night and 
Celebrate Recovery--sign up to share in this day! 
 Can I share how wonderful this is?  It is yet one more reason why I am 
so thrilled about what God is doing among the people of First Church.  May all 
of us seek to replace ourselves as part of growing God’s kingdom! 
 In Christ, 
 Pastor Matt  

Fully Alive: 

Ephesians 6 

Sermon Outline 

I. At the end you say that which is most     . 

II. Paul wants to give the Ephesians and us      and 

    through the trials and struggles they are facing. 

III. In Ephesians 6:10-19 Paul shares exactly    we can live as  

        .   

IV. Paul says here’s how you become most fully alive:      

“Put on the full armor of God.... piece by piece.” 

V. The fully alive life is rarely the most      or  

   one. 

VI. When Paul instructs us to take the mundane task of being disciplined 

enough to get properly dressed every day in the armor of God, we would 

do well to remember just how     and beautiful that 

is.  

VII. Jesus called His followers     not admirers. 

VIII. God’s ways still     the world’s ways. 

 

Life Reflection 
 What struggles am I encountering in life right now?  Am I willing to 
do the discipline to put on the full armor of God in order to be fully alive?  
Which pieces of God’s armor come naturally for me?  Which ones require 
more effort?  Do I believe that God’s armor is more powerful than the ways 
of the world?  Why or why not? 
 Prayer:  “Lord, today and every day help me to be discipline enough 
to put on your armor, that I might be fully alive in you.  Always remind me 
that you are greater than any struggle I face.” 
 

Scripture Reflection:  Ephesians 6:12-13 
For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against 
the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritu-
al forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your 
ground, and after you have done everything, to stand. 



We’re on the Web! 
www.firstchurch.cc  and                      

FIRST CHURCH 
604 Market St. 

Williamsport, PA  17701 
Phone: 570-322-3572 

Weekly Worship Attendance  
for week ending January 31, 2016: 

TOTAL — 1047 

Sunday, February 7 
8:00 a.m.-Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
9:30 a.m.-Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
10:00 a.m.-Breakfast (NC-Wesley Hall) 
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship (NC) 
5:00 p.m.-Celebrate Recovery (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
6:00 p.m.-FUSE* (NC-Wesley Hall) 
6:30 p.m.-DivorceCare (MC, FEC-104) 
6:45 p.m.-Women’s Small Group (Somers) (MC, FEC-101) 

Monday, February 8 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-FNS (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
9:30 a.m.-FNS Donut Day with Dad (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
1:15 p.m.-The Joyful Hearts (NC-Fellowship Room) 
5:00 p.m.-Open Gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
5:00 p.m.-Men of Integrity (1508 Elmira St.) 
5:30 p.m.-GIFT Women’s Group (NC-Fellowship Room) 
7:00 p.m.-Women of Faith (1508 Elmira St.) 
7:00 p.m.-Bower Basketball Practice (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 

NC = NORTH CAMPUS (1157 Market St.) 

MAIN CAMPUS 

CLC = Life Center (601 Market St.) 

FEC = Evangelical Center (604 Market St.) 

Tuesday, February 9 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-FNS (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
9:30 a.m.-FNS Donut Day with Dad (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
10:30 a.m.-Daughter’s of Grace (MC, FEC-101) 
10:30 a.m.-Women’s Bible Study (McMurray) (MC, FEC-102) 
12:30 p.m.-Jewels Small Group (MC, FEC-102) 
2:15 p.m.-Worship Design (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall/102) 
3:30 p.m.-Tutoring (NC-Wesley Hall) 
5:00 p.m.-Bower Basketball Practice (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
6:30 p.m.-Tuesday Night Small Group (Lane) (MC, FEC-206) 
7:00 p.m.-Small Group (Murray) (MC, FEC-101) 
7:00 p.m.-Volleyball/Bible Study (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
7:00 p.m.-EFT Group Meeting (NC-Wesley Hall) 

Saturday, February 13 
7:00 a.m.-Men’s Group (Wegman’s) 
10:00 a.m.-MOPS Event (NC-Wesley Hall) 

Friday, February 12 
6:00 a.m.-Prayer Time (NC-Sanctuary) 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-FNS (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
5:00 p.m.-Open Gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
7:00 p.m.-Bower Basketball Practice (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 

Thursday, February 11 
6:00 a.m.-Prayer Time (NC-Sanctuary) 
6:00 a.m.-Men’s Bible Study (NC-Fellowship Room) 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-FNS (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
9:30 a.m.-MOPS (NC-Wesley Hall) 
3:30 p.m.-Tutoring (NC-Wesley Hall) 
5:00 p.m.-Bower Basketball Practice (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
6:30 p.m.-Bell Choir Rehearsal (MC, FEC-104 
7:00 p.m.-NC Praise Band (NC-Sanctuary) 
7:00 p.m.-CLC Praise Band (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
7:30 p.m.-Stephen Ministry Meeting (NC-212/213/215) 

CYCLE OF PRAYER –  
February 7—February 13 
Brett, Nina, Jackson & Parker Emery; Joe, 
Mary, Gabe & Luke Engle; Chelsey Erb; John, 
Laurie, Olivia, Sophia & Chloe Erb; Lydia Ertel; 
Anthony Esperanza; Chuck, Susan, Eric & Car-
olyn Evans; Sandy Fagnano; Barbara Farley; 
Tim, Karen; Colin, Maggie, Klair, Hailey & 
Maddy Fausnaught; Todd, Carol, Emily, Tyler 
& Caleb Fausnaught; Wayne & Gerry 
Fausnaught; Curtis & Stephanie Fay; Kim 
Fischer; Matt, Lisa, Tyson & Macie Fisher; 
Rob, Karen & Judy (Mick) Fisher; Weldon, 
Heather & Aletha Fletcher; Cindy & Matt 
Flook; Daniel Flook; Deanna Flook; Peggy & 
Kolten Flook; Lukas, Jayce & Lexis Foresman; 
Scott & Tammy Foresman; Doug & Judy Fos-
ter; John Fowler; Michael, Megan, Parker & 
Piper Fox; William & Patty Fox; Xavier, Traci 
& Jordan Francis; David & Doreen Frey. 

Wednesday, February 10 
ASH WEDNESDAY 
6:00 a.m.-Men’s Small Group (Konieczny) (MC, FEC-102) 
7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.-FNS (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
10:45 a.m.-The Flock (MC, FEC-102) 
FIRST NIGHT SCHEDULE 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
Fresh Express (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday, February 10 (continued) 
FIRST NIGHT SCHEDULE (Continued) 
5:15 p.m.-Wed. Night Worship Experience 
    (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
REMINDER: All groups end at 6:45 p.m. due to  
   Ash Wednesday Service @ 7:00 p.m. 
5:45 p.m. 
Children’s Ministry (MC, CLC-1st Floor) 
6:00 p.m.  
A Disciple’s Path (Reeder House—Main Office) 
CR Step Study (Men) (NC-212/213) 
CR Step Study (Women) (NC-214) 
First Friends (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall/101) 
*FUSE (MC, FEC-Lounge) 
Life of Christ (Reeder House, Lead Pastor’s Office) 
Married Couples Small Group (MC, FEC-102) 
Men of God (NC-Wesley Hall) 
Moms of Faith (MC, FEC-105) 
Sister’s in Christ (NC-Fellowship Room) 
7:00 p.m. 
Ash Wednesday Service (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 


