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United Methodist  

First Church  

NEW TO FIRST CHURCH?  - Steps to find your way:  
 (Step 1)  MEET FIRST CHURCH   SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25th right after 
worship 

 Join one of our pastors for a few minutes getting to know First 
Church and learning about the ministries most relevant for you.  Chil-
dren are welcome! 
 After 8:00 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206 
 After 9:30 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206 
 After 11:00 a.m. service, Christian Life Center—back of Stryker Hall 
 After 11:00 a.m. service, North Campus—in the lounge 

 (Step 2)  A DISCIPLE’S PATH 6 week group 
  This group will guide you onto a path of growing discipleship and 
 connection at First Church.  It is also the membership group if you 
 would like to join at any time.  Led by Pastor D.G. Giordano, 6:00-7:00 
 p.m. Wednesdays beginning September 7th in the First Evangelical Cen
 ter, Room 206.  Children’s Ministry takes place at the same time as part 
 of First Night so your children can also grow in their discipleship. 
 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER   
Are you going through a difficult time?  Pastor D.G. Giordano is available to 
meet with you.  Feel free to contact her if you need spiritual counseling.  
Call Pastor D.G. at the church, 570-322-3572, ext. 114, or get in touch by 
email, dgiordano3@comcast.net.  
 

FIRST NIGHT FALL KICK-OFF 
Join us Wednesday, September 7th @ 5:00 p.m. for a FREE Dinner in 
Stryker Hall of the Christian Life Center (601 Market St.).  Dinner is followed 
by a brief Worship Experience and then Small Groups (for all ag-
es).  Children (birth through 5th grade) meet on the 1st floor of the Chris-
tian Life Center starting at 5:45 p.m., Youth (6th-12th grade) meet in 
fuse*box of the First Evangelical Center at 6:00 p.m. and Adults meet at 
various times/locations (check out the Small Group Listing at the Infor-
mation Centers). 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00 am—Traditional 

604 Market St. 

9:30 am—Blended 

604 Market St. 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

601 Market St. 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

1157 Market St. 

(live streamed message) 

4:30 pm—Celebrate Recovery 

604 Market St. 

 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

5:00 pm—601 Market St. 

Night meal, fellowship, 

music, brief message, 

small groups (kids, youth & adults) 

First Church 
604 Market St. 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

570-322-3572 

fumc2@comcast.net 

Check us out at 

www.firstchurch.cc 

                                    Donate 

The fuse* FALL kick off will mark 
the beginning of another great 
year of ministry to and with stu-
dents.  Students who have start-
ed 6th – 12th grades for the 
2016/2017 academic year are 
encouraged to come and have 
fun – to bring friends – and to 
kick back into the habit of 
meeting with like-minded stu-
dents on Sunday evenings.  
There will be food, inflatables, a 
campfire corner, games, music, 
and more!  Connect with Josh 
Tobias, Director of Student Min-
istries for more information or 
with questions, at jtobi-
as@firstchurch.cc 

mailto:dgiordano3@comcast.net
mailto:jtobias@firstchurch.cc
mailto:jtobias@firstchurch.cc


SEND TEACH 

DC4K GROUP 
DivorceCare for Kids, a hands-on, 
kid-friendly, non-denominational, 
student support system for any 
children in the community who 
have experienced family fracturing 
with limited seating of 12 students 
per season.  DC4K is for children in 
grades 1-6.  DC4K meets on Sun-
days for 13 weeks, beginning Sep-
tember 11, 2016 from 6:30-8:00 
p.m., in the Christian Life Center, 
room 132/133.  For more infor-
mation or to register for DC4K con-
tact the church office (570-322-
3572) or Jess Marzo 
(jessdurn@yahoo.com).  Additional 
information can be found at 
www.dc4k.org.   
 

CHURCH LIBRARY 
Since First Church will no longer 
host a church library, we are giving 
away many of the resources.  
There are boxes in Fellowship Hall 
of the First Evangelical Center that 
contain Fiction, Devotionals, and 
Christian Living.  These books will 
be available for your taking until 
Sunday, September 4, at which 
time the remainder will be donat-
ed.  The church will be keeping 
Reference materials and books on 
prayer in Room 206 of the First 
Evangelical Center.  Also, a few 
books on parenting, finance, and 
favorite authors will be kept on 
shelves in the new College Area in 
the Evangelical Center. 
 

 

MENDING THE SOUL   

For women (18 and older) impact-
ed by abuse—whether spiritual, 
verbal, physical, sexual, or ne-
glect—this Mending the Soul small 
group is a nurturing community for 
support, psycho-education, and 
encouragement. This MTS group 
starts on September 6th and runs 
Tuesdays through December from 
7-9 p.m. at North Campus. Email 
bethany.marcello@gmail.com for 
an application or questions. 
 

GRAND FRIENDS   

Join us for Grand Friends as we 
meet for a catered lunch and pro-
gram on Tuesday, September 27th 
at 12:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall 
of the First Evangelical Center.  The 
catered meal will cost $9.00 
(payable the day of the luncheon 
to First Church) and consists of 
Cheddar Baked Chicken with sides, 
dessert and a beverage.  The Sep-
tember Program will be on the Ste-
phens Ministry program at First 
Church.  Please RSVP by Septem-
ber 25th to Carol Cassidy at  
570-323-5596 or  
ccassidy3@comcast.net.   

In August 2011, four First Church members participated in 
the Stephen Ministry Leaders’ Training Course in Pittsburgh. 
Those leaders returned to First Church and trained the first 
class of Stephen Ministers in the spring of 2012. As we cele-
brate the five-year anniversary of the official launch of Ste-
phen Ministry at First Church, it is a good time to recognize 
the milestones related to this important caring ministry:  

 There are currently ten active Stephen Ministers, two Stephen Leaders, 

and the pastoral guidance of Pastor Rick Waters 

 Four Stephen Ministry trainings have been conducted (yearly from 2012 

through 2015) and a total of 22 persons have received Stephen Ministry 

training  

 First Church Stephen Ministers have provided over 1,700 hours of care to 

39 care receivers 

 Caring relationships have lasted for as short as one visit to as long as 300 

hours/three years 

 Some Stephen Ministers and Leaders have served the initial two-year 

commitment that is expected and then moved on to other means of serv-

ing at First Church while some ministers have renewed their initial com-

mitments and remain active in the ministry for up to five years (and 

counting!) 

First Church Stephen Ministers and Stephen Leaders praise God for the op-
portunity to serve others by providing Christian caregiving. We thank the pas-
tors, staff, and family of First Church for supporting this ministry and we ask 
for your continued prayers for the growth of the ministry. For more infor-
mation, check out www.firstchurch.cc/stephen-ministries/.    

SECOND MILE GIVING   
The Second Mile Giving for Sep-
tember and October is Helping 
Hand.  This fund is to provide 
emergency assistance to those 
experiencing economic crisis or 
difficulty.  Please make checks 
payable to “First Church” with 
“Helping Hand” in the memo line. 

 
 

MISSION ITEMS NEEDED  
Local Food Pantry— canned fruit, 
Kool-Aid & Oodles of Noodles.  
Shepherd of the Streets— dia-
pers, wipes & bar soap.  Donations 
for these missions may be left in 
the baskets at the following loca-
tions: Christian Life Center - the 
Market Street entrance; First 
Evangelical Center - the Ross St 
entrance; North Campus—Lounge.  

mailto:jessdurn@yahoo.com
http://www.dc4k.org/
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LET JUSTICE ROLL - MINISTRY INVITATION CENTERS   

This is the final MIC offering for the Let Justice Roll series.  Please greet 
and welcome our guests to First Church with the love of Christ.  

Today's Ministry Invitation Center (MIC): RACISM 
Perhaps there was a time when we were tempted to believe that the abo-

lition of slavery or the passage of the Civil Rights Act had mostly put an end to 
racism in the United States.  But several recent events have served to remind 
us that issues of race are still very problematic.   

Truthfully, our country has a history of instances of horrific race-based 
oppression that have affected not only African Americans, but also Asian 
Americans, Native Americans, and many others.  Our national history of racial 
oppression is not necessarily our fault.  But the consequences of systemic ra-
cial injustice are still our problem.  And, while we have made great strides as a 
country, there are still very real pockets of institutional racism that live in our 
communities.  And “what does the Lord require?” 

As Pastor Matt reminded us last week, doing justice means “using our 
God-given power to give to others the good things God wants them to have…
their life, liberty, dignity, and the fruits of their love and labor”.  The sins of our 
forbearers, as well as the present hatred of some, have conspired to take 
these things away from many people.  Living into God’s justice means that we 
are aware of and stand up to these injustices whenever we can.   

So, what can we do?  Today’s Ministry Invitation Center suggests two pos-
sibilities.   

The first is simply to listen and join the conversation.  The Beloved Com-
munity Council is dedicated to promoting the teaching of Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and sponsors community forums and conversations on issues of racial jus-
tice.  Today they come to provide information on how you can be made aware 
of these conversations when they happen.   

The second is to act and to build relationships.  Since 1998, Sojourner 
Truth Ministries (STM) has served the disenfranchised, the homeless, and 
lonely of our area of any age or culture.  While STM is not designed to deal 
with racism explicitly, their several outreach ministries work with a largely Afri-
can American population.  How might our neighboring sister United Methodist 
church be the opportunity for you to build relationships and to learn about the 
lives and dreams of those whom they serve? 

In exploring both of these opportunities, we remember God’s answer in 
Micah: “do justice…love kindness…walk humbly with your God”. 

COMMUNITY BLOCK PARTY  

Are you ready for a Community 
Block Party?  If you are interested 
and willing to help build relation-
ships in the community or want 
to spread God’s love to the com-
munity – please attend the Com-
munity Block Party Meeting on 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 @ 
5:00 p.m. in the Lounge of the 
First Evangelical Center.  For 
more information, questions, or 
ideas please contact Sean Walker 
at  
570-505-2505 or 
shizz3333@gmail.com.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone there. 

 
A WAY TO GIVE: TEXT2GIVE 
Don't carry cash?  Don't write 
checks?  Still want to give?  
Text2Give makes giving easy and 
convenient.  Simply send a text to 
570-260-3535 with the amount 
you would like to contribute.  
Make sure to include the dollar 
sign before the amount.  Exam-
ple: $25.  Within a few minutes, 
you'll be sent a text with a link to 
register.  Click on the link and en-
ter your cardholder name and 
debit card information (you can-
not give by credit card).  Once 
your registration is complete, you 
will receive a text verification and 
a receipt via email.  For future 
giving, simply send a text with the 
amount you wish to give, and it 
will process automatically. 
 
 

POSITION AVAILABLE  
A teacher is needed 8 hours 
weekly during the school year.  
Work days would be Wednesday 
& Friday from 8:30 am -12:30 
p.m. with the opportunity to 
work other hours as a FNS substi-
tute teacher.  The teacher would 
be working with a class of six 2 
year-old children, would be over-
seeing playtime and managing a 
structured classroom with duties 
including Circle Time, Art, Bible 
Stories, and time in the Gym.  
Position requires experience with 
children and a degree in Early 
Childhood Education is preferred.  
Applicants must love God, love 
kids, and have the ability to be a 
Team Player (Tuition scholarship 
may be available to candidates 
who have a preschooler).  Job 
applications are available in the 
Church Office or online at 
www.firstchurch.cc.  Clearances 
and FBI fingerprint check are re-
quired in addition to the job ap-
plication.  Position will remain 
open until a suitable candidate is 
identified. 
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Sermon Outline 
Let Justice Roll: How Do We Do Justice? 

Micah 6:8 and Job 29:12-17 and Job 31:13-22, 28 

Pastor’s Page 
OUR UNITY AS A WITNESS 

First Church, 
     As you are hopefully aware at this point, we will be celebrating a com-
bined worship experience in just a few weeks, on September 18, at 11:00 
a.m. at the Community Arts Center.   
     Over the past number of years we have shared in this experience for a 
number of reasons.  We began celebrating at the Community Arts Center 
because we simply do not have room at any of our facilities for all of us to 
“fit” in worship at the same time.  Coming together in the CAC venue al-
lows all of us connected with First Church to celebrate in one space as one 
body. 
     As we began doing this, we also realized that meeting at the CAC was a 
way to go out into the community rather than expecting the community to 
have to come to us.  For many folks who have no church connection it can 
be intimidating to walk through the doors of a church.  Thus we have 
found the CAC combined service to be an excellent opportunity to invite 
new folks to worship with us over the past few years.  In fact, the CAC ser-
vice has had the highest number of visitors with us on any Sunday of the 
year except for Christmas or Easter (and sometimes even more than 
those!). 
     Now as we prepare for this years’ service, we realize there is yet anoth-
er important reason for all of us to come together and be present.... and 
that is for the witness found in our unity.  As our “Let Justice Roll” sermon 
series reminded us, we increasingly live in a divided, hostile world.  Divi-
sion and disagreement seem to be becoming the norm.  What our world 
and community most need right now are signs of unity and affirmation.  It 
needs reminders of hope and the power found in a people committed to-
gether as one in Jesus Christ.  First Church, WE can help offer that witness! 
     How?  By showing up.  Together.  Every single one of us!  And invite  
everyone we know.  This year we are hoping to be a blessing and a witness 
to our community.  We want to pray for our community and show the 
power of a people who come together for a common purpose.  We want 
to show the beauty of unity with all of us... young and old.... rich and 
poor.... traditional worshippers and contemporary worshippers... black and 
white... progressive and conservative... coming together.  Let us show the 
world something different!   
     So please come.  Please invite others for whom this day may be a bless-
ing.  The day will not be as powerful without you.  And our community will 
not be as blessed without you.  Let our unity in Christ serve as a witness for 
Christ. 
In Christ, 
Pastor Matt 

I. The Hebrew word for righteousness is: “tzadequah”... and it refers to “a 

life of right        .... prosperity.” 

II. A person who lives life in tzadequah lives life in      . 

III.       justice is the mishpat... that means punishing 

wrongdoers and caring for victims of unjust treatment. 

IV.       justice is tzadeqah and it is behavior that on the 

front end seeks to live out a life of fairness, generosity, liberty, and 

goodness. 

V. Failing to respond to the poor, failing to live out justice in my relation-

ship with those in need is not a       issue... it means we 

have been         to God on high. 

VI. Job’s goal for the poor is not       but a life of    

     . 

VII. When these two words---tzadequah and mishpat--are tied together, 

the English expression that best conveys the meaning is “    

     .” 

VIII. Justice is             . 

 

Life Reflection: 
What if the people we knew dealing with justice issues were not just charity 
cases?  But folks we entered into relationship with?  Moved into their neigh-
borhood?  Got to know?  Genuinely loved? What does it take to be in rela-
tionship with our city? Our Open Gym kids?  Our policemen and police wom-
en?  Our tutoring students?  Our family promise families? 
 

Scripture Reflection: Job 29:14 
I put on righteousness as my clothing; 
justice was my robe and my turban. 



We’re on the Web! 
www.firstchurch.cc  and                      

FIRST CHURCH 
604 Market St. 

Williamsport, PA  17701 
Phone: 570-322-3572 

Weekly Worship Attendance  
for week ending August 28, 2016: 

TOTAL — 841 

Sunday, September 4 
8:00 a.m.-Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
9:30 a.m.-Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
9:30 a.m.-Children’s Sunday School (MC, CLC-1st floor) 
9:30 a.m.-d-fuse* student ministries (MC, FEC-fuse*box) 
9:30 a.m.-Sermon Talk (MC, FEC-201) 
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship (NC) 
4:00 p.m.-fuse* open gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
4:30 p.m.-Celebrate Recovery (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
6:30 p.m.-Divorce Care (MC, FEC-104) 

NC = NORTH CAMPUS (1157 Market St.) 

MAIN CAMPUS 

CLC = Christian Life Center (601 Market St.) 

FEC = First Evangelical Center (604 Market St.) 

Saturday, September 10 
7:00 a.m.-Men’s Group (Wegman’s) 

Friday, September 9 
6:00 a.m.-Prayer Time (NC-Sanctuary) 
9:00 a.m.-FNS Partial Day (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
6:30 p.m.-Special Needs Dance (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall/Kitchen) 

Thursday, September 8 
6:00 a.m.-Men’s Bible Study (Marzo) (NC-Fellowship Room) 
9:00 a.m.-FNS Partial Day (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
9:15 a.m.-MOPS (NC-Entire Bldg.) 
7:00 p.m.-CLC Praise Band (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall/Stage) 
7:00 p.m.-NC Praise Band (NC-Sanctuary) 
7:30 p.m.-Stephen Ministry Meeting (NC-212/213/215) 

CYCLE OF PRAYER: September 4—10 
Howard & Brenda Berthold, John & Susan 
Best, Michael, Jennifer & Keller Best, Robert 
Bickel, Jean Binderup, Peggy & Constance 
Bird, Alfredo, Mary Ann,  Micaella. Mia, Ma-
ria, & Marco Blas, Betsy & Jarrett Bobenmo-
yer, Jourdan Boehmer, Mel & Pat Bole, Mi-
chael, Natalie, Emily, Joshua, Zachary & 
Henry Bonislawski, Rob, Lori, Austin & 
Grace Boos, Pamela, Jay & Brooke Bossert, 
Chad, Nikki, Elijah, Adalyn, & Abram Bower, 
Dale Bower, Don, Heather, Madyson & Jack-
son Bower, Jeff & Deborah Bower, Paul & 
Judy Bower, Ryan, Paula, Addison & Sadie 
Bower, Scot, Desiree’, Cayce & Austen Bow-
er, Mary Bowersox, Chris Boyce, Paul, Patty, 
Emily, Beth & Alison Braunegg, Bill, Kellie, 
Tripp, Molly & Mia Breen, Susan Breen, For-
rest Breitenbach, Eric & Madison Briggs, 
Sean Brink, Rob & Patty Britton, Robert & 
Helen Brown 

Wednesday, September 7 
6:00 a.m.-Early Morning Men’s Group (MC, FEC-102) 
9:00 a.m.-FNS Partial Day (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
FIRST NIGHT FALL SCHEDULE 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
5:15 p.m.-Wed. Night Worship Experience 
    (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
5:45 p.m. 
Wednesday Children’s Choir & Small Groups  
    (MC, CLC-106, 108, 109/110, 124, 132/133) 
6:00 p.m.  
A Disciple’s Path (MC, FEC-206) 
D-fuse* (MC, FEC-fuse*box) 
First Friends Bible Study (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall/101/Kitchen)
Marriage Matters (MC, FEC-102) 
Men of God (NC-Wesley Hall) 
Sister’s In Christ (MC, FEC-201) 
7:00 p.m. 
Chancel Choir (MC, FEC-104) 

Monday, September 5 
LABOR DAY—OFFICE CLOSED 
1:15 p.m.-Joyful Hearts (NC-Fellowship Room) 
5:00 p.m.-Men of Integrity (1508 Elmira St.) 
5:30 p.m.-Open Gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
7:00 p.m.-Women of Faith (1508 Elmira St.) 
7:00 p.m.-fuse* student ministries volunteer staff meeting  
         (MC, FEC-fuse*box) 

Tuesday, September 6 
9:00 a.m.-FNS Partial Day (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.) 
10:30 a.m.-Daughter’s of Grace (MC, FEC-101) 
10:30 a.m.-Truth Seekers (MC, FEC-102) 
2:15 p.m.-Worship Design Team (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall/102) 
5:00 p.m.-Community Block Party Meeting (MC, FEC-Lounge) 
7:00 p.m.-Mending the Soul Support Group (NC-212/213) 
7:00 p.m.-Volleyball/Bible Study (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
7:30 p.m.-Christian Book Group (1701 Clarion Dr.) 


