First Church

Welcome to

First Church

604 Market St.
Williamsport, PA 17701

Donate

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 am—Traditional
604 Market St.
9:30 am—Blended
604 Market St.
11:00 am—Contemporary
601 Market St.
11:00 am—Contemporary
1157 Market St.
(live streamed message)
4:30 pm—Celebrate Recovery
604 Market St.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
5:00 pm—601 Market St.
First Night meal, fellowship,
music, brief message,
small groups (adults)

United Methodist

Week of July 30, 2017
NEW TO FIRST CHURCH? - Steps to find your way:

Transformation in Christ | Changing lives inside and out (Romans 12:1-2)

570-322-3572
office@firstchurch.cc
Check us out at
www.firstchurch.cc

MEET THE PASTORS - Sunday, August 20th right after worship
Join one or more of our pastors for a few minutes getting to know First
Church and learning about the ministries most relevant for you. Children
are welcome!
After 8:00 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206
After 9:30 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206
After 11:00 a.m. service, Christian Life Center—back of Stryker Hall
After 11:00 a.m. service, North Campus—in the lounge

A DISCIPLE’S JOURNEY—STEP 1
This 4 week group will guide you as you begin or continue a journey of
discipleship! A Disciple’s Journey—Step 1 is also the membership group
if you would like to join First Church at any time. Pastor D.G. Giordano
leads Step 1 on Wednesdays beginning September 6 from 6:00-7:00 p.m.
in the First Evangelical Center. Children’s Ministry takes place at the
same time, beginning September 13th, as part of First Night so your
children can also grow in their discipleship. On September 6, children are
encouraged to attend the first session with their parents.

POSITION OPENING: BELL CHOIR DIRECTOR
We are seeking applicants interested in serving as the Bell Choir Director
beginning in September. This position is less than 10 hours per week. A
job description and application is available in the Church office or on
http://www.firstchurch.cc/job-openings/. Application deadline is July
31.

INVITE

MONTHLY CHRISTIAN
BOOK GROUP
Join us on Tuesday, August 8,
2017 at 5:30 p.m. (NOTE THE
NEW DATE & TIME) at the
home of Linda Schon for a
Potluck Dinner. The group’s
summer read will be discussed
on Tuesday, September 5, 2017
at 7:30 p.m. at the home of
Donna Johnson (1701 Clarion
Dr.). The summer book is –
So What’s the Difference? by
Fritz Ridenour. The book is a
look at 20 world views, faiths &
religions and how they
compare to Christianity. No
reservation needed. Come
once, come every time!!!!
Great discussion, good
fellowship. “COME AND SEE”.

TEACH

SECOND MILE GIVING

MISSION ITEMS NEEDED

The Second Mile Giving for July &
August is Bishop’s Partners in
Mission. The Bishop’s Partners in
Mission is a campaign to raise $1
million for the United Methodist
Church’s Imagine No Malaria
campaign. And to raise $1 million
to eliminate the remaining
mortgage at Mission Central in
Mechanicsburg. Please make
checks payable to “First Church”
with “Bishop’s Partners in Mission”
in the memo line.

Local Food Pantry — hamburger
helper, canned vegetables, salad
dressing. Shepherd of the Streets
— Q-tips, combs, deodorant.
Donations for these missions may
be left in the baskets at the
following locations: Christian Life
Center - the Market Street
entrance; First Evangelical Center the Ross Street entrance; North
Campus - Lounge.

MISSIONARY ASSISTANCE
NEEDED

AmazonSmile is a website operated
by Amazon that lets customers
enjoy the same wide selection of
products, low prices, and
convenient shopping features as on
Amazon.com. The difference is
that when customers shop on
AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
price of eligible purchases to the
charitable organizations selected
by customers. If you would like to
support First Church through
AmazonSmile, here is our unique
link:
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/240829840.

Two of our missionaries, Jordan
and Kate Egli, will be returning to
the United States for a 1-year
home missionary assignment in
January, 2018. They need to rent a
furnished apartment with at least 2
bedrooms. If you are able to help
them find housing, please contact
them at Jordankegli@gmail.com.

SHOP AT AMAZON – SUPPORT
FIRST CHURCH

SEND

Sermon Outline
Grace-Full Giving— Power
2 Corinthians 8:8-15 and 2 Corinthians 9:6-12
I.

There is something that touches our soul when we experience true
_________ that makes us want to be _______________.

II.

Only the grace of Jesus in our lives will provide both the fertile ground
and understanding for what it means to be a __________________ giver.

III. If you legalistically comply with giving a number but _________ the spirit
of giving it you miss that which is most important.
IV. When we begin with, “How much do I __________to give?” we have held
on to ourself. When we ask “How much __________ we give?” we hold
on to God.
V. We must learn to look at money we have earned as nothing less than a
______________ from God
VI. If we keep too much money, if we store up too much, it will
____________ our soul.
VII. Get a ____________for the harvest that grace-filled giving can produce.
VIII. When we give, we do not just just a vision for the harvest, but we get a
vision of the _______________.

Life Reflection:
Do I know the grace found only in Jesus Christ? If so how can I more fully
embrace that grace? If not, will I welcome Jesus into my life today? When it
comes to giving, do I ask: “How much do I HAVE to give?” Or, “How much
CAN I give?” Will I pray and then intentionally, cheerfully, and grace-fully
make a joyful financial commitment to the body of Christ at First Church for
2018?

Scripture Reflection: 2 Corinthians 9:7
7

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Pastor’s Page

7 Things That Get Harder As Your Church Grows:
#4 Shifting From Leading People To Leading
First Church,
As you know, over the last number of weeks we have been giving thanks for the
ways that God has been growing First Church and also exploring seven factors that get
more challenging as the church grows. To explore these challenges we have been
examining these seven factors using Carey Nieuwhof’s article “7 Things That Get
Harder as Your Church (you can find the whole article at: https://
careynieuwhof.com/7-things-that-get-harder-as-your-church-grows/).
Although these factors present their own forms of challenge, they can also present exciting opportunities. For me this fourth factor that we are lifting up is one of
those powerful possibilities. The idea of raising up other leaders who in turn can
influence many others through THEIR leadership is very captivating to me. I think part
of the reason this excites me so much is because we see that this is exactly what Jesus
did. His influence had such a multiplying effect because He had the ability to raise up
leaders who affected the lives of many others.
Yet despite knowing how important it is raise up new leaders, we still struggle to
do it. As Nieuwhof comments:
If you’re going to lead a growing church effectively, you have to begin leading leaders
instead of leading people.
That’s a hard shift for many people, including church staff.
There’s a temptation to want to be known and recognized by everyone you’re leading.
The truly great leaders are prepared not to do that.
They realize that their greatest success will be found in leading staff and volunteers
who can, in turn, lead others.
Which also means sometimes they get the credit rather than you. Which again, is fine
if you’re committed to becoming an effective leader.
If you’re not fine with others receiving the credit, you’ll eventually stunt the church’s
growth to the level of your insecurity.
But you must shift from leading people to leading leaders if you hope to reach more
people.
First Church we DO hope to reach more people in the love of Jesus Christ. We DO
hope to see more and more Transformation in Christ, Changing Lives Inside and Out.
As you know, TODAY is our annual commitment Sunday and I am so very grateful
for the impact that your financial commitment makes and how it will
enable us to raise up new leaders—some for today, some for tomorrow (children and
youth), some to be church leaders, and some to be community leaders all in the name
of Jesus Christ!
Thank you First Church for being willing to be the type of church that creates
maximum impact for the Kingdom of God!
In Christ,
Pastor Matt

FIRST CHURCH
604 Market St.
Williamsport, PA 17701
Phone: 570-322-3572

We’re on the Web!
www.firstchurch.cc and
NC = NORTH CAMPUS (1157 Market St.)

MAIN CAMPUS
CLC = Christian Life Center (601 Market St.)
FEC = First Evangelical Center (604 Market St.)

CYCLE OF PRAYER: July 30– August5:

Weekly Worship Attendance
for week ending July 23, 2017
TOTAL — 786

Vanessa & Kaseem Turner; Todd, Rachel, Shea,
Brianna & Alexa Ulmer; Tom & Sherry Ungard;
Norm, Kayla & Andrew Venema; Michael &
Tereasa Verbeck; Ruth Vierra; Ryan, Kristin,
Braden & Arianna Vincenzes; Kelly, Bryn,
Katherine & James Vogel-Laughner; Paul &
Betty Vollman; Harry Voss; Keith & Pam
Wagner; Jonathan, Valerie, Layla, Xander; &
Lauger Waldman; Terry & Denise Waldman;
John, Lisa & Molly Walker; Sean & Michelle
Walker; Peter & Chris Wallace; Tom, Barb,
Madelyn, Ian, Connor, Gwyn, Jillian & Simon
Wallace; Betsy Ward; Dave & Linda Ward; Dan
& Darlene Warner; Doris Warren; Jan Warren;
Lonianne Waters; Rick, Suzanne & Graham
Waters; Dave, Kate, Tristin & Brock Weaver;
Jim & Cathy Weibley; Ron & Nancy Wert; Jerry,
Darlene, Angela & Danielle Wesneski; Tim &
Ann Weston; Mark, Mallory & Harrison
Weymer; Bear & Susan Wheeland; Junior &
Tina White; Ann Wilson’;; Marjorie Winner;
Martha Winner; Charles Wirth; Chuck &
Bobbie Wirth; Dan, Jodie, Emma & Ethan
Woleslagle; Nicole, Olivia, Cameron & Issac
Wolfe; Zach Woods; Adam, Jen, Aaron, Aria &
Allie Wright; Greg & Pam Yaple; Gene & Ann
(Pepperman) Yaw; Lena Yeagle; Phil, Kelly,
Mitchell & Dillon Young; Ben & Angie Zeafla;
John, Kellie, Hannah & Hailey Zurich.

