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United Methodist  

First Church  

NEW TO FIRST CHURCH? - Steps to find your way:  
Step 1)  MEET FIRST CHURCH: Sunday, January 22nd  
 Join one of our pastors for a few minutes getting to know First 
Church and learning about the ministries most relevant for you.  Children 
are welcome! 
 After 8:00 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206 
 After 9:30 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206 
 After 11:00 a.m. service, Christian Life Center—back of Stryker Hall 
 After 11:00 a.m. service, North Campus—in the lounge 
Step 2)  A DISCIPLE’S PATH 6 week group 
 This group will guide you onto a path of growing discipleship and 
connection at First Church.  It is also the membership group if you would 
like to join at any time.  Led by Pastor D.G. Giordano, 6:00-7:00 p.m. 
Wednesdays beginning January 4th in the First Evangelical Center, Room 
206.  Children’s Ministry takes place at the same time as part of First 
Night so your children can also grow in their discipleship. 
 

21 DAY CHALLENGE: READ THE GOSPEL OF JOHN    

In January, we will be starting a sermon series on John.  To prepare we 
are asking you to simply read this gospel.  There are 21 Chapters, so it 
will be a 21-Day Challenge to read 1 chapter a day.  The longest chapter 
can be read in less than 10 minutes.  The challenge started December 
18th, so it’s not too late to catch up! 
 

BAPTISM 
The First Church family would like to congratulate Milon E. Stone on his 
baptism Christmas Day 2016. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
First Church would like to congratulate the following people who are 
joining the First Church family on Christmas Day 2016: Michelle Dixon, 
Erin Mowrey, Kevin Mowrey, Laura Templeton. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 

8:00 am—Traditional 

604 Market St. 

9:30 am—Blended 

604 Market St. 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

601 Market St. 

11:00 am—Contemporary 

1157 Market St. 

(live streamed message) 

4:30 pm—Celebrate Recovery 

604 Market St. 

 

WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

5:00 pm—601 Market St. 

Night meal, fellowship, 

music, brief message, 

small groups (kids, youth & adults) 

First Church 
604 Market St. 

Williamsport, PA 17701 

570-322-3572 

office@firstchurch.cc 

Check us out at 

www.firstchurch.cc 

                                    Donate 

NEW YEAR’S DAY 
Normally scheduled services: 
8:00 a.m. – Traditional Worship 
First Evangelical Center, Sanctuary 
 
9:30 a.m. – Blended Worship 
First Evangelical Center, Sanctuary 
(NO CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL) 
 
11:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship 
Christian Life Center, Stryker Hall 
(NO KIDZONE) 
 
11:00 a.m. – Contemporary Worship 
North Campus 
(NO KIDZONE) 
 
4:30 p.m. – Celebrate Recovery,  
First Evangelical Center, Sanctuary 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
Children's Choir will sing Sunday,  
January 8th at 9:30 a.m.  All children 3 
years-5th grade will meet in the First 
Evangelical Center Sanctuary to be 
with families during the first part of 
worship.  Following the choir's       
anthem and a brief children's        
message, children will be dismissed to 
the Christian Life Center for Sunday 
school for the remainder of the ser-
vice (teachers will cross them from 
the FEC to the CLC).  Nursery will   
follow regular schedule. 



Sermon Notes 
Searching for King Jesus—Here He Is! 

Isaiah 52: 7-10; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Pastor’s Page  
MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

First Church, 
Merry Christmas!  What a joy it is to celebrate Christmas with you!  As 

you know, gifts are a key part of the way that we celebrate Christmas.  We 
often exchange gifts with one another at this time of the year.  We do this in 
the tradition of the magi who came to the newborn Jesus that first Christmas 
and brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

We also recognize the gift that Christ is to each one of us as He comes 
as a newborn King among us.  We praise God for sending His only Son to 
come and be our Savior, our source of hope, and Emmanuel-- “God with us.” 

In light of the significance of the role of gifts at Christmas, I want to 
say to you today, First Church, what a tremendous gift you are to me.  It is 
truly my privilege to serve in ministry with you.  You are a gift to myself and 
our community in so many ways. 

You are a gift in the ways you seek to honor God by loving Christ first. 
You are a gift in the ways you take risks for the sake of the kingdom 

such as through First Night and the Acts Network and new worship experi-
ences. 

You are a gift in the ways you seek to be challenged. 
You are a gift in the tangible ways you offer love in our community 

(feeding folks every week, Family Promise, College Ministry, Transform Mis-
sion week, just to name a few). 

You are a gift in your generosity as you give faithfully for the advance-
ment of God’s kingdom through God’s Church. 

You are a gift as you seek to continually simplify and focus on only the 
most important ministries that bring about transformation in people’s lives. 

You are a gift in your kindness and desire to grow. 
You are a gift in that you spend more time looking to what could be 

for “tomorrow” rather than focusing on what has already happened 
“yesterday.” 

And you are a gift because of your deep desire to see lives truly trans-
formed as collectively we seek “Transformation In Christ, Changing Lives In-
side and Out.”  

For these, and so many other reasons, I give thanks to God regularly 
for you and the great, great gift that you are.  I pray that this Christmas is a 
time of reflection and hope found in the greatest gift of all... Jesus Christ!  
Merry Christmas First Church.  Merry Christmas. 

 

In Christ, 
Pastor Matt 

YEAR-END GIVING 
We are so grateful for the gener-
ous heart of this church, and we 
want your giving experience to be 
seamless.  Here are a few remind-
ers as you prepare your 2016 year-
end gifts: 

 If you would like your year-
end gift to be included on your 
2016 Contribution Statement, it 
must be received at the church 
office by noon on Friday, Decem-
ber 30, or postmarked by mid-
night on Saturday, December 31. 
 With online giving, you can 
give quickly, set up scheduled 
gifts, and easily track and adjust 
your giving online at 
www.firstchurch.cc/give.  One-
time gifts intended for 2016 year 
end must to be set up by  
Wednesday, December 28. 

 You can also give with your 
smartphone by texting 570-260-
3535 with the amount you would 

like to contribute.  Make sure to 
include the dollar sign before the 
amount.  Example: $25.  Within a 
few minutes, you’ll be sent a text 
with a link to register.  Click on the 
link and enter your cardholder 
name and debit card information.  
Once your registration is com-
plete, you will receive a text verifi-
cation and a receipt via email.  For 
future giving, simply send a text 
with the amount you wish to give, 
and it will process automatically!  
One-time gifts intended for 2016 
year end must to be set up by 
Wednesday, December 28. 

 You will receive your 2016 
giving statement in the mail by 
Tuesday, January 31. 
Remember, we’re here to help.  If 
you have any questions at all, let 
us know at office@firstchurch.cc 
or 570-322-3572.  Thank you for 
all you are doing to bring about 
Transformation in Christ, changing 
lives inside and out. 

http://www.firstchurch.cc/give
mailto:office@firstchurch.cc


We’re on the Web! 
www.firstchurch.cc  and                      

FIRST CHURCH 
604 Market St. 

Williamsport, PA  17701 
Phone: 570-322-3572 

Weekly Worship Attendance  
for week ending December 18, 2016: 

TOTAL — 869 

Sunday, December 25 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!!!!!!! 
11:00 a.m.-Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
4:30 p.m.-Celebrate Recovery (MC, FEC-Lounge) 

NC = NORTH CAMPUS (1157 Market St.) 

MAIN CAMPUS 

CLC = Christian Life Center (601 Market St.) 

FEC = First Evangelical Center (604 Market St.) 

Saturday, December 31 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
7:00 a.m.-Men’s Group (Wegman’s) 

Friday, December 30 
6:00 a.m.-Prayer Time (NC-Sanctuary) 
5:00 p.m.-Open Gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
7:00 p.m.-Bower Basketball (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 

Thursday, December 29 
6:00 p.m.-Men’s Bible Study (Marzo) (NC-Lounge) 
6:30 p.m.-Bell Choir (MC, FEC-104) 
7:00 p.m.-CLC Praise Band (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall/Stage) 
7:00 p.m.-NC Praise Band (NC) 

Wednesday, December 28 
6:00 a.m.-Early Morning Men’s Group (MC, FEC-102) 
7:30 a.m.-Eagle’s Group (Julie’s Coffee House) 
FIRST NIGHT SCHEDULE 
5:00 p.m. 
Dinner (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
Fresh Express (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall) 
5:15 p.m.-Wed. Night Worship Experience 
    (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
7:00 p.m. 
Bower Basketball (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 

Monday, December 26 
Christmas Day Observed—OFFICE CLOSED 
1:15 p.m.-Joyful Hearts (NC-Lounge)  
5:00 p.m.-Bower Basketball (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
5:00 p.m.-Men of Integrity (1508 Elmira St.) 
7:00 p.m.-Women of Faith (1508 Elmira St.) 

Tuesday, December 27 
2:15 p.m.-Worship Design Team (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall/102) 
7:00 p.m.-First Place for Health (MC, FEC-201) 
7:00 p.m.-Volleyball/Bible Study (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 

Sunday, January 1 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
8:00 a.m.-Traditional Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
9:30 a.m.-Blended Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship  
      (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall) 
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship (NC) 
4:30 p.m.-Celebrate Recovery (MC, FEC-Sanctuary) 


