604 Market St.
Williamsport, PA 17701
570-322-3572
office@firstchurch.cc
Check us out at
www.firstchurch.cc
Donate

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 am—Traditional
604 Market St.
9:30 am—Blended
604 Market St.
11:00 am—Contemporary
601 Market St.
11:00 am—Contemporary
1157 Market St.
(live streamed message)
4:30 pm—Celebrate Recovery
604 Market St.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
5:00 pm—601 Market St.
First Night meal, fellowship,
music, brief message,
small groups (adults)

PASTOR’S PAGE (continued)
At the same time, churches will also
establish smaller, more intimate
gatherings as millennials and others
seek tighter connections and groups.
Paradoxically, future large churches
will likely become large not because
they necessarily gather thousands in
one space, but because they gather
thousands through dozens of smaller
gatherings under some form of
shared leadership. Some of those
gatherings might be as simple as
coffee shop and even home venues
under a simple structure.
We will see the emergence of bigger
churches and smaller churches at the
same time as the gathered church
continues to change.
I hope you have found these observations to be helpful and faithfully
challenging. Even more so, I hope
you have found these observations
to provide hope for the future of
God’s church. The Lord has placed
us in an extremely exciting time to
be the church. I personally have a
tremendous amount of hope for
God’s church in the days ahead. I
believe God will be doing wonderful
things among us.
As always, let us seek to be rugged
disciples who constantly Invite,
Teach, and Send in Prayer and discernment so that ultimately we
might see Transformation in Christ,
where Christ is Changing Lives Inside
and Out.
What a joy to be on this journey with
you First Church!
In Christ, Pastor Matt

Welcome to

First Church
United Methodist

Week of May 14, 2017
NEW TO FIRST CHURCH? - Steps to find your way:

Transformation in Christ | Changing lives inside and out (Romans 12:1-2)

First Church

Step 1) MEET FIRST CHURCH Sunday, May 21st right after worship
Join one of our pastors for a few minutes getting to know First Church
and learning about the ministries most relevant for you. Children are
welcome!
After 8:00 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206
After 9:30 a.m. service, First Evangelical Center—Room 206
After 11:00 a.m. service, Christian Life Center—back of Stryker Hall
After 11:00 a.m. service, North Campus—in the lounge
Step 2) A DISCIPLE’S PATH 6 week group
This group will guide you onto a path of growing discipleship and
connection at First Church. It is also the membership group if you would like
to join at any time. Led by Pastor D.G. Giordano, 6:00-7:00 p.m.
Wednesdays beginning in September in the First Evangelical Center, Room
206. Children’s Ministry takes place at the same time as part of First Night
so your children can also grow in their discipleship.

IF TABLE
What IF people gathered around a table to have engaging conversations
about their faith? IF Table is a ministry that lives out Acts 2:46. They
broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere
hearts. To learn more about IF Table visit www.ifgathering.com. Please
visit the information table following worship services on May 21st. If
you would like to host an IF Table contact Melissa Lundy (570)419-0445.

STAY CONNECTED AND GET INVOLVED!
First Church is a busy place. We want to make sure you aren’t missing
out on anything. Besides reading the Weekly Newsletter, you can go to
www.firstchurch.cc to learn all about First Church. The First Glance email
newsletter, sent every Saturday, briefly highlights some important
upcoming events every week. You can also like the First Church
Williamsport Facebook page. Stay connected and get involved!

INVITE

SUMMER BASKETBALL CAMPS
There will be two separate weeks
offered for Summer Basketball
Camp at First Church, they are June
19 -23 and July 10-14. The first
morning session (9:00 a.m. – 10:30
a.m.) is for those entering
Kindergarten through 2nd grade and
the cost is $20 per week. The
second morning session (11:00 a.m.
– 1:00 p.m.) is for those entering 3rd
through 5th grade and the cost is
$25 per week. Registration and
payment are required for the first
week by Wednesday, June 14th and
for the second week by Wednesday,
July 5th. Register online at http://
www.firstchurch.cc/childrensministries/.

If you are interested in more information
about volunteering for VBS, sign up
online. There is a separate form for
TEENs and one for ADULTS.

Creation festival is the nation’s largest
Christian music festival and takes place
outside of Mt. Union PA every summer.
This year, fuse* is planning to attend
Creation Festival from June 27th-July 2nd.
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to join
us as we worship, learn, and camp with
tens of thousands of Jesus followers.
Deadline to register is June 4th and cost is
$125 per participant and registration
cards are available in the fuse*box student ministry center and at campus
information centers. Contact Josh Tobias with questions:
jtobias@firstchurch.cc

SUMMER HAPPENINGS

fuse* student ministries
exists to equip students to
“be the fuse – from the
Source of Power to the place
of need”. One way that we
seek to give opportunity to
students in grades 6-12 to
serve God and people is
through a summer mission
trip experience. The fuse*
mission trip is scheduled for
July 16th-22nd 2017 and is
open to students who are currently in grades 6-12 and will take place in
Connellsville, PA. Flooding in late summer of 2016 created significant
damage to close to 75 homes in this small community south of Pittsburgh,
and we will share the love of Jesus through faith in action to aid in recovery.
Since this is a student ministry mission trip, we will not take more adults that
students. Adults may apply to serve with the goal of aiding the students to
serve in mission and preference will be given to adult family members of
students who are participating and fuse* volunteer staff. Applications are
available online at www.firstchurch.cc and hard copy in the fuse*box student
ministry center. Deadline to apply is June 11th; contact Josh Tobias with
questions: jtobias@firstchurch.cc

SECOND MILE GIVING

MISSION ITEMS NEEDED

The Second Mile Giving for May &
June is our Local Mission Efforts/
Community Outreach
(“Transform”). “Transform” is set
for July 31—August 4, 2017, but
efforts continue all year long.
During the months of May and June
we will collect monetary donations
for these efforts. Please make
checks payable to “First Church”
with “Transform” in the memo line.
For more information on
“Transform” go to http://
www.firstchurch.cc/transform/.

Local Food Pantry — canned tuna
fish, peanut butter & Jelly.
Shepherd of the Streets —bar soap,
deodorant & combs. Donations for
these missions may be left in the
baskets at the following locations:
Christian Life Center - the Market
Street entrance; First Evangelical
Center - the Ross Street entrance;
North Campus - Lounge

SEND

SUMMER CAMP: REGISTER NOW!
United Methodist Conference Church
Camps are accepting registration for
the summer. There are many different locations and weeks offered for
kids of varying ages. For more specific information, go online to
www.susumcamps.org. Paper forms
are available at each information
desk. First Church offers a 50% scholarship (off of the tier 2 price) for kids
who are actively participating in the
life of First Church. To get the First
Church scholarship: fill out the paper
form, make your check payable for
50% of the total cost (after any applicable discounts) to "Susquehanna
Conference", then submit both the
registration form and the check to the
church office (604 Market St.). (Did
you know that many First Church
adults volunteer at Camp Penn June
25-30?)
CAMP’S GREAT!!! Camp Deans Scot
and Desireé Bower want you to know
that our week at Camp Penn is: June
25-30--- for kids ENTERING Grades 28 in fall 2017. Several of our staff that
week are from First Church, including
Kevin & Kathy Choate, Melissa Lundy,
Susan Klotz, Scot, Desireé, and Austen
Bower.
CAMP PENN OGDEN/BOWER UPPER
ELEMENTARY CAMP
CP3 Fun, Faith & Friends A fun, well
rounded camp experience featuring:
faith, sports, art, music, fishing,
writing, outdoor exploration. CP3
runs parallel with mini-camp and activities are enjoyed in age appropriate
family groups. Camp’s great! June 2530 - Grades 4-8, Tiered pricing: $360

$330 $300 (First Church 50% scholarship pays $165 for the first child in
the family of active First Church families) - Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends:
Friday 4:45 pm
CAMP PENN OGDEN/BOWER MINICAMP ONE
CP4 Double Scoop of Awesome Sauce
1 Our mini-camp is a great experience
for campers entering 2nd, 3rd, or 4th
grade. Discover the wonders of nature, the joy of new friendships, and
an opportunity to worship God and
know Him more fully. June 25-27 Grades 2-4, Tiered pricing: $200 $180
$160 (First Church 50% scholarship
pays $90 for the first child in the family of active First Church families) Starts: Sunday 3:00 pm; Ends: Tuesday 6:00 pm
CAMP PENN OGDEN/BOWER MINICAMP TWO [slightly shorter duration
& less expensive than Minicamp One]
CP5 Double Scoop of Awesome Sauce
2 Our mini-camp is a great experience
for campers entering 2nd, 3rd, or 4th
grade. Discover the wonders of nature, the joy of new friendships, and
an opportunity to worship God and
know Him more fully. June 28-30 Grades 2-4, Tiered pricing: $185 $165
$145 (First Church 50% scholarship
pays $82.50 for the first child in the
family of active First Church families) Starts: Wednesday 6:00 pm; Ends:
Friday 4:45 pm
More info: www.susumcamps.org for
this and other weeks and camps, or
see Scot or Desireé Bower. We’ll be
glad to help you come to camp!

CHILDREN

GRAND FRIENDS
We will meet at 12:15 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 30th in the First
Evangelical Center, Fellowship Hall.
Our meal will be cheesy baked
chicken, green beans, roasted red
potatoes, roll, beverage and
homemade dessert – the cost is
$10 payable at the door. Our
program will be presented by
Marilyn Ely. She will talk about the
work of Arlene Brown: Hope Made
Real. Arlene established a home
and schools for orphaned and poor
children of Rwanda. RSVP by
Sunday, May 28th to Carol Cassidy
at 570-323-5596.

SOJOURNER TRUTH
Sojourner Truth Ministries is a
ministry of the Williamsport District
of the Susquehanna Conference of
the United Methodist Church
(SUSUMC). Their mission and
purpose is to create community,
build character, and equip people
to be faithful disciples of Jesus
Christ. The board is currently
seeking to fill the role of President
and Treasurer to serve on the
Board of Directors for a minimum
of three years each. If you are
interested, or know someone who
may be, please contact Summer
Love at lovesum@gmail.com or by
phone (570) 560-9725.

FEELING LUCKY?
POTLUCK LUNCH
Join us next Sunday (May 21, 2017)
immediately after North Campus
worship for a potluck lunch in
Wesley Hall. Bring a side dish to
share; everything else is provided.
And, use it as a tool to invite a
friend to worship. It’s all about
Acts 2:42!

Average Monthly
Attendance
Service

April
Average for
2017

TOTAL

942

Financial Stewardship
April
Year-to-Date
Current Fund
Income
April
Year-to-Date
Needed Income

$468,417

$406,884

Transform mission week:
July 31st—August 4th!
http://www.firstchurch.cc/transform/

Pastor’s Page

Sermon Outline

Charting New Waters (Part 5)

The Rest of the Story: A New Community

First Church,

Acts 2:36-47
I.

We are called not just to accept Jesus to get from earth to heaven
we die, we are called to receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to
bring Jesus from heaven to earth

.

II. Jesus Himself told us that it was better for Him to go
Holy Spirit could come
III. What

so that the

.

did Jesus have for us besides just dying for us?

IV. Jesus expected His followers to do even

than

what Jesus Himself had done.
V. For many of us the Holy Spirit has become a

in our religious

, rather

through the powerful breath of the spirit we realize God is doing it and
we are
VII. Pray:

it.—N.T. Wright
Holy Spirit come

Life Reflection:
What role does the Holy Spirit play in my life? Do I view the Holy Spirit as an
optional part of God that I can take or leave as I wish? Or do I see and understand the Holy Spirit as part of the Triune God? What would it look like in my
life to live into the power of the Holy Spirit? How can we as a church live out
the type of community described in Acts 2:42-47 through the Holy Spirit?
Have I welcomed the gift of the Holy Spirit into my life? If not, why not?

Scripture Reflection: Acts 2:38
38

Especially as we continue in our sermon series, “The Rest of the Story” I would
ask that you be thinking and praying about what such observations might mean
for First Church as we increasingly seek to live lives of faithfulness in a rapidly
changing world. This week we look at points nine and ten from Nieuwhof’s article.
9. Online Church Will Become More Of A Front Door Than A Back Door
There’s no question that today online church has become a back door for Christians who are done with attending church.

consumer experience that we take or leave as we wish.
VI. God’s mission in the world is not God working and we

Today we conclude with the final observations given in an article that I began
sharing with you a number of weeks ago. These observations relate to the
changing world and church landscape that we are now in and come from church
communicator and church strategist Carey Nieuwhof’s article “10 Predictions
About the Future Church and Shifting Attendance Patterns” (Feb 23, 2015 blog
article). For the full article go to: http://careynieuwhof.com/10-predictionsabout-the-future-church-and-shifting-attendance-patterns/

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of
Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

While online church is an amazing supplement for people who can’t get to a service, it’s still an off ramp for Christian whose commitment to faith is perhaps less
than it might have been at an earlier point.
Within a few years, the dust will settle and a new role for online church and
online ministry will emerge. Online church has the potential to become a massive front door for the curious, the unconvinced and for those who want to know
what Christianity is all about.
In the same way you purchase almost nothing without reading online reviews or
rarely visit a restaurant without checking it out online first, a church’s online
presence will be a first home for people which for many, will lead to a personal
connection with Christ and ultimately the gathered church.
10. Gatherings Will Be Smaller And Larger At The Same Time
While many might think the mega-church is dead, it’s not. And while others
think mega-churches are awful, there’s nothing inherently bad about them. Size
is somewhat irrelevant to a church’s effectiveness.
There are bad mega-churches and bad small churches. And there are wonderfully effective mega-churches and wonderfully effective small churches.

We will likely see large churches get larger. Multisite will continue to explode, as
churches that are effective expand their mission.
CONTINUED ON THE BACK PAGE

FIRST CHURCH
604 Market St.
Williamsport, PA 17701
Phone: 570-322-3572

Sunday, May 14

8:00 a.m.-Traditional Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary)
9:30 a.m.-Blended Worship (MC, FEC-Sanctuary)
9:30 a.m.-Children’s Sunday School (MC, CLC-1st floor)
9:30 a.m.-d-fuse* student ministries (MC, FEC-fuse*box)
9:30 a.m.-Nursery (up to 3 years) (MC, FEC-204, 205)
9:30 a.m.-Sermon Talk (MC, FEC-201)
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall)
11:00 a.m.-Nursery (up to 3 years) (MC, CLC-124)
11:00 a.m.-Contemporary Worship (NC)
11:00 a.m.-Nursery (up to 3 years) (NC-211)
4:00 p.m.-Open Gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall)
4:30 p.m.-Celebrate Recovery (MC, FEC-Sanctuary)
6:30 p.m.-Women’s Small Group (MC, FEC-201)

Monday, May 15

7:30 a.m.-First Nursery School (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.)
5:30 p.m.-GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) (NC-Fellowship Room)
5:30 p.m.-Open Gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall)
6:00 p.m.-Scholarship Committee Meeting (MC, FEC-202)

Tuesday, May 16

7:30 a.m.-First Nursery School (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.)
10:30 a.m.-Daughters of Grace (MC, FEC-201)
10:30 a.m.-Truth Seekers (MC, FEC-206)
2:30 p.m.-Worship Design Team (MC, FEC-206)
3:15 p.m.-Tutoring (NC-Wesley Hall/Kitchen)
6:00 p.m.-ACTS Network—Basketball & Devotions (MC, CLCStryker Hall)
7:00 p.m.-ACTS Network—Volleyball & Devotions (MC, CLCStryker Hall)
7:00 p.m.-First Place for Health (MC, FEC-201)

We’re on the Web!
www.firstchurch.cc and
Wednesday, May 17

6:00 a.m.-Early Morning Men’s Group (MC, FEC-102)
7:30 a.m.-First Nursery School (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.)
11:00 a.m.-The Flock (MC, FEC-206)
FIRST NIGHT SCHEDULE
5:00 p.m.
Dinner (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall)
5:15 p.m.
Wed. Night Worship Experience (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall)
6:00 p.m.
Bible Study—Romans (MC, FEC-202)
Marriage Matters (MC, FEC-102)
Men of God (NC-212/213)
Moms of Faith (MC, FEC-105)
Sisters in Christ (MC, FEC-201)
7:00 p.m.
Chancel Choir (MC, FEC-104)

Thursday, May 18

6:00 a.m.-Men’s Bible Study (Marzo) (NC-Fellowship Room)
7:30 a.m.-First Nursery School (MC, CLC-Entire Bldg.)
9:00 a.m.-Sewing in the Spirit (MC, FEC-Fellowship Hall)
3:15 p.m.-Tutoring (NC-Wesley Hall/Kitchen)
6:00 p.m.-Lead Council (NC-Wesley Hall)
6:30 p.m.-Stephen Ministry Meeting (NC-Fellowship Room,
212/213)
6:30 p.m.-Bell Choir (MC, FEC-104)
7:00 p.m.-CLC Praise Band (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall/Stage)
7:00 p.m.-NC Praise Band (NC-Sanctuary)
7:00 p.m.-FNS Graduation (MC, FEC-Sanctuary)

NC = NORTH CAMPUS (1157 Market St.)

MAIN CAMPUS
CLC = Christian Life Center (601 Market St.)
FEC = First Evangelical Center (604 Market St.)

CYCLE OF PRAYER: May 14-20:
June Dahlgren; Kim & Beth Dahlgren; Jim Daly;
Greg & Linda Davis; Joyce Davis; Robert Davis;
Mike & Rose Marie Day; John & Doreen
Decker; Joe, Kristen & Emily DeMay; Joey,
Lara, Rachel, Dominic, Rebecca & Cameron
DeNune; Ellen Derr; Paul & Molly Derr; Dana
DeVito; Adam, Deanna, Lincoln & Emerson
Dincher; Dan & Shelly Dincher; Ivan & Ann
Dinges; Matt, Ali, Kristen, Katelyn & Kelly
Dinges; Pat & Michelle Dixon; Brian, Deanna &
Abigail Dockey; Shirley Doebler; Brian, Jessica,
Aidan, Colin & Liam Donnelly; Bob & Kathy
Douglass; Mike & Stacey Drawbaugh; Don &
Alma Duffield; Sue Duffield; Joe, Lindsay,
Makayla & Jackson Dunn; Mary Durkee; Eric
Durrwachter; George & Shirley Durrwachter;
Ken & Janet Durrwachter; Robert & Kristen
Durrwachter; Scott Durrwachter.

Friday, May 19

6:00 a.m.-Weekly Prayer Time (NC-Sanctuary)
5:30 p.m.-Open Gym (MC, CLC-Stryker Hall)

Saturday, May 20

Weekly Worship Attendance
for week ending May 7, 2017
TOTAL — 771

