604 Market St.
Williamsport, PA 17701
570-322-3572
office@firstchurch.cc
Check us out at
www.firstchurch.cc
Donate

SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 am—Traditional
604 Market St.
9:30 am—Blended
604 Market St.
11:00 am—Contemporary
601 Market St.
11:00 am—Contemporary
1157 Market St.
(live streamed message)
4:30 pm—Celebrate Recovery
604 Market St.
WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
5:00 pm—601 Market St.
First Night meal, fellowship, music,
brief message, children’s ministries,
fuse* (youth ministries), First
Friends (special needs group) &
adult small groups.

CYCLE OF PRAYER:
January 21-27:
Wayne Johnston; Louise Jones;
Shirly Jones; Ron & Sandi Jury;
Ralph & Patty Kaiser; Hurley &
Beth Kane; Tim Karschner &
Mindy Tedesco; Greg & Kris
Keefer; Ray Kehrer, Jr.; Seth & Susan Keller; Todd, Sue, Jordan, Kendall, Sydney, & Peyton Todd; Allison Keppler; Linda Kinkead; Adam
& Shannon Kinley; Tyree Kirkpatrick & Averi Sweeting; David &
Marcie Klinger; Jon, Susan, Kaitlyn,
& Hannah Klotz; Victor, Arianna,
Conner, & Ben Koch; Ben & Carrie
Kolmer; Chris & Sharon Konieczny;
John & Diane Konieczny; Jim &
Joan Kriner; Marie Kriner; Bob &
Sandy Krise; Benjamin, Michelle,
Alex, Deryk, & Grayson Kulp; Kyle
& Jessica Kuzio; Richard & Tammy
LaCerra; Robert LaCerra; Rev.
Matt, Jenn, Zachariah, Alexandra,
& Joshua Lake; Shirley Lambert

PRAY

Welcome to

First Church
United Methodist

Week of January 21, 2018
A DISCIPLE’S JOURNEY—STEP 1

Transformation in Christ | Changing lives inside and out (Romans 12:1-2)

First Church

We invite you to connect with God and others here at First Church
through A Disciple’s Journey—Step 1. If you are not yet connected as a
member in full discipleship at First Church, this 4 week group will guide
you as you begin your next step in your journey of discipleship.
A Disciple’s Journey—Step 1 is for you if you wonder what connecting in
faith in Jesus Christ is about or if you wish to connect in full discipleship
at First Church as a new disciple/member. Pastor D.G. Giordano leads
Step 1. Your next opportunity to take this step will be on Wednesdays
beginning February 21 from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in room 206 of the First
Evangelical Center. Children’s Ministry takes place at the same time as
part of First Night so your children can also grow in their discipleship
(Christian Life Center, First Floor). Please contact the church office to
register or for more information, or sign up on the communication card.

WELCOME ERIN MOWREY, OFFICE MANAGER
We welcome Erin Mowrey as the new First Church office manager. Erin
and her husband, Kevin live in Loyalsock and are members of First
Church. They worship primarily at the 9:30 service with their daughter,
Evelyn. Erin is excited to begin ministry with us as she oversees the day
to day management of the church office. Please welcome Erin when you
see her and please pray for her as she undertakes this new position.

WELCOME BEN CONRAD, PASTORAL INTERN
First Church is pleased to welcome Ben Conrad, a Lycoming College Junior, as our pastoral intern for the Spring Semester. Ben is a key leader on
Aaron Russell’s college ministry team and has recently become involved
in some of the work that Mitch Marcello is doing with the Acts Network. During his internship, Ben will be working 10-15 hours per week
with a wide variety of ministries in order to gain a comprehensive view
of ministry at First Church. We are excited about the opportunity to develop transformational leaders through our internship program. Please
welcome Ben and include him in your prayers.

INVITE

GRAND FRIENDS
We will meet on Tuesday, January
23 at noon at the North Campus.
Program: movie about the untold
story of the black women
mathematicians who helped win
the space race.
Menu: Pizza, chips, drink and of
course, popcorn
Cost: $5
Please RSVP to Carol Cassidy @
570-323-5596 no later than January
21st.
Vision Day Feb 24
“One Thing”
8:30-1:30
Christian Life Center
Do you know the ONE
THING that Jesus told every one of
us that we must do to be a faithful
follower? Could you name the ONE
THING that every thriving church
does really well? At Vision Day this
year, we are going to focus on this
ONE THING. Come find out what it
is! Don’t miss Vision Day, on
February 24. We are excited to
welcome JR Briggs, a coach,
consultant, teacher, and writer who
has invested in kingdom leaders in
over 23 states. J.R.’s passion is
two-fold: to grow fruit on other
people’s trees and to collaborate
with others to create good kingdom
mischief. There is no cost for this
event. Registration opening soon!

Facebook Live In-Depth Bible
Dialogue - Acts
Wednesday, Jan 23 at 7:30 pm
Join Pastor Janet and Mitch Marcello
on the First Church Facebook page for
an in-depth dialogue about the biblical
book of Acts. Acts is the New Testament book that tells the story of the
start of the church after the death and
resurrection of Jesus. Pastor Janet has
prepared an in-depth Bible Study for
Disciple’s Journey Step 3, but we wanted to share some of the highlights
more broadly. On Jan 23 the conversation will focus on a big picture look at
the whole book of Acts. This is a great
way for those who worship online to
get involved in Bible Study. Since the
video will be archived on the church
Facebook page, it will also be a convenient way for those who have schedule
limitations to be involved in Bible
study.

Continued from SEND:
INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE MISSION (IJM)

First Church is hosting an IF
Local Site -IF: Lycoming County on
February 9-10.

Good News! God asks that we care for all people, everywhere, without distinction. In 2018, First Church has made a meaningful financial commitment to support International Justice Mission’s (IJM) work to recover children enslaved in
the fishing industry on Lake Volta. (Special giving envelopes will be included in
the February packet.) You can not only support this work with your tithe, but
also in prayer!

Join us for a Two Day Gathering to Retreat, Refresh and Renew with women
worldwide. It promises to be an uplifting,
powerful, and influential event that will
empower you for years to come. IF is
worth it! Register at
https://register.ifgathering.com/event/
iflycoming-county
Contact Melissa Lundy @
lundy515@comcast.net for more information. See you at the gathering.
#IFgathering2018 #IFLycomingCounty
#Imgoingareyou

TEACH

“This is what the Lord says: ‘Maintain justice and do what is right, for my salvation is close at hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed.’ ” Isaiah 56:1
January is Human Trafficking Month
Human Trafficking Facts:
* 800,000 Children go missing every year in the USA. (US DoJ)
* Every 30 seconds another person becomes a victim of human trafficking
* 50% of human trafficking victims are children. 80% are female.

* The average life span of a human trafficking victim once they are enslaved is 7
years.
* Human trafficking is happening in towns and cities in all 50 states, including
Lycoming County.
* It is believed that the upcoming Super Bowl will be the largest single human
trafficking event in the USA.
* Human trafficking is the 2nd largest global criminal industry generating $32
billion in profits every year.
Human Trafficking on Lake Volta, Ghana (AFRICA)

NEW: Pray for prosecutors in Ghana as they prepare for the trial of suspected
traffickers arrested during a January 2017 rescue operation. Pray for diligence
and a passion for justice. Pray also that these trials would send the message that
trafficking is a serious crime that the Ghanaian government will not tolerate,
and that as a result thousands of children will be protected from ever being
trafficked into slavery in Lake Volta’s fishing industry.

fuse* student ministries is hosting the fuse* family bonfire on
Saturday, January 27th from 6- 8pm at Kamp Klotz (Jon and
Susan Klotz’s home) for students in grades 6-12 and their
families/guardians. This is a great opportunity for families to
connect with each other around HOT soup, HOT cocoa, HOT
dogs, and a BIG HOT fire! If weather cooperates, there will be
sledding too! Have a dried out Christmas tree that you’re needing rid of? We’re taking all donations; they can be dropped at
1860 Lick Run Rd.
Still excited from celebrating the confirmation of 8
students on January 7th, fuse* student ministries
will offer another Confirming Your Faith opportunity this spring! This will be starting February 4th for
students in grades 7-12. CYF is an intentional time
to explore faith in Jesus, discover the nonnegotiables of Christian teaching, and profess faith
in God, through Jesus, in a commitment to His
Church. Pre-registration is required and must be
received by January 28th . Registration cards are
available in the fuse*box student ministry center and at the welcome center of
each First Church building. Questions can be directed to Josh Tobias, Director of
Student Ministries; jtobias@firstchurch.cc or 570.322.3572.

CHILDREN’S CHOIR
The children will be singing “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” at the 9:30 a.m. worship service on January 21. Children 3 years-5th grade will start with families in
worship and following the choir and a children’s message, kids will be dismissed
to Children’s Ministry volunteers (in the back of the sanctuary by Ross street) to
go across Market Street to Sunday School. Nursery for kids under 3 will be on
the normal schedule! Kids will sing again February 18.

CHILDREN’S VOLUNTEER MEETING
Monday, January 29 at 6:30 p.m. in CLC room 109 will be a children’s ministry
volunteer meeting. We will be looking at children’s ministry in 2018.

CHILDREN/YOUTH

SECOND MILE GIVING
The Second Mile giving for January &
February is Shepherd of the Streets.
The Shepherd of the Streets Ministry is
often the first responder for persons in
financial need. The Shepherd provides
financial assistance for utility bills,
uniform needs, transportation,
prescriptions, and other basic needs.
In addition to financial assistance, the
Shepherd provides pastoral care and
other support services.
www.uclc.org/content/shepherdstreets

MISSION ITEMS NEEDED
Local Food Pantry — flavored
oatmeal packets, cold cereal, and hot
chocolate. Shepherd of the Streets —
diapers (all sizes), wipes, baby
shampoo. Donations for these
missions may be left in the baskets at
the following locations: Christian Life
Center - the Market Street entrance;
First Evangelical Center - the Ross
Street entrance; North Campus Lounge. PLEASE DO NOT PLACE
OPENED OR EXPIRED ITEMS IN THE
BASKETS.

FACILITIES MANAGER POSITION
AVAILABLE
First Church is currently seeking a
part-time Facilities Manager. A
general knowledge of building
maintenance, general carpentry,
plumbing and electrical is preferred.
A job description is available in the
church office. Those interested
should apply at the church office
between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and
3:30 p.m. Monday through
Thursday. The position will remain
open until a suitable candidate is
identified. For more information,
contact Shelly Dincher at
sdincher@firstchurch.cc or
570-322-3572.

PARTNERS IN CARE
This morning we are commissioning
our Partners in Care team and our
Partners in Care Coordinator, Ann
Wilson. Some of our Partners are
brand new, and some have served
on the team for some time. Each
Partner in Care visits their home
bound member each month to
share the love of Christ and the continuing care of our church. If you are
interested in learning more about
the Partners in Care ministry, or in
becoming a Partner in Care, please
contact either Coordinator Ann Wilson at 570-435-8281 or email at
cuppandsaucer@yahoo.com, or Pastor D.G. Giordano at 570-322-3572
or dgiordano@firstchurch.cc

SEND

Sermon Outline

Pastor’s Page

The Darkness Has Not Overcome (3)—The Problem of Pride
Habakkuk 2:5-14 and 18-20
I. Part of the light of Habakkuk is that he tells us how to _________ dark
times.
II. Two principles for facing __________ times: 1) Use your __________ to understand that a significant source of darkness is pride.
III. Pride produces a _________ in our souls because it blocks the one thing

in the universe that would conquer the darkness- the light of Christ.
IV. Darkness is often manifested in _______________.
V. Two principles for facing __________ times: 2) Use your ___________ to be
comforted by realizing God is in control and Christ’s glory overcomes.
VI. What is God telling us? That no matter how bad things are, God is in
_____________.
VII. We can offer light in a dark world—as abundant as the waters that
cover the sea—because WE have been covered in the light of __________.
Life Reflection:
How can understanding the role of pride in my life help me face darkness in
my life? What idols have I made in my life that contribute to darkness in my
life? Where in my soul is there a void of darkness that is exhausting me?
Who is it I tend to blame for what is wrong in life? Can I learn to embrace in
my heart the reality that God is in control of all things? Can I learn to rest in
the reality that the light and glory of Christ will always, abundantly, overcome the darkness? How can I personally share the light and hope of Christ
more abundantly in the world?
Scripture Reflection: Habakkuk 2:14
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord as
the waters cover the sea.

North Campus Update
First Church,
A few weeks ago I asked you to be praying for the North Campus over the
weekend of January 13-14—which was obviously last weekend! You may remember that I had mentioned to you that we would be entering a time of discernment
and new possibilities related to the North Campus as we worked with Wade Burnett of Multi-site solutions.
I wanted to give you a few updates as a result of our time with Wade. First of
all, perhaps the most significant thing I can tell you is that our time with Wade
was a tremendous gift—even a watershed moment. Wade spent the weekend
listening to staff, North Campus attenders, and our Lead Council. Wade also spent
a significant amount of time teaching us the dynamics of what it means to have a
multi-site location and the necessary elements for a healthy multi-site. Overall
Wade offered a voice of wisdom and encouragement to First Church.
I am also pleased to share the wonderful experience it was to have deep conversation around the direction of the North Campus and the true spirit of humility
that was evident. I can truly say no one made the weekend about “their” agenda
but rather the Lord’s agenda.
Wade helped us to understand that all growing churches experiment with new
opportunities, take realistic assessments of how far resources can be stretched,
and dream new dreams. He also affirmed First Church as a place where God is
working in significant ways. The Multi-Site Solutions company has worked with
over 5,000 churches and Wade identified First Church as a “top 10 percent”
church in the country in terms of health and potential.
Wade was very clear to say that what gives him the most hope for First Church
moving forward is the spirit of humility and commitment of all of us towards our
Vision of Transformation in Christ, Changing Lives Inside and Out.
In the days to come Wade will issue a formal report to us with his official recommendations for moving forward at the North Campus. In the meantime we
will continue to foster more discussion opportunities in order to gain further input
about the North Campus and how God is leading us forward. The wonderful reality to note here is that whatever direction the Lord leads us we know God will provide new opportunities for growth. I ask for your continued prayers as we seek
God’s will. Thank you First Church for the tremendous joy of serving with you!
In Christ,
Pastor Matt

